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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER TECHNOLOGY USAGE  
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS 

 
 
I. APPROPRIATE USES 
 
As with any other equipment provided by the district, computer technology is provided in 
order to further the district’s educational and operational purposes. 
 
Staff personal use of computers that is consistent with the district’s educational mission 
may be permitted at times when it will not interfere with the Board member’s 
responsibilities. 
 
All users of the Internet and the district’s internal computer systems (intranet), must abide 
by generally accepted rules of network etiquette or “netiquette.”  These include, but are 
not limited to, the following: 
 
 a) Be polite.  Do not be rude or abusive towards or about 

anyone, regardless of whether or not they are the 
recipients of a message or file; 

 
 b) Use appropriate language.  Do not swear or use vulgarities. 
 
 c) Keep personal information confidential, except where its release is 

specifically authorized. 
 
 d) Do not use any of the district’s technology in a way that could 

disrupt use by others. 
 
In addition to any other uses that are not appropriate or which would violate the 
guidelines in these regulations, the district strictly prohibits and will not tolerate any use 
of its technology for activities related to the 
  
 a) violation of any local, state or federal law; 
 
 b) access, receipt, display or transmittal of any pornographic 

or lewd information or access by minors of any 
material that is harmful to minors, as that term is 
defined in the Children’s Internet Protection Act; 

 
 c) access, receipt, display or transmittal of any information pertaining to the 

construction, manufacture or use of weapons, injurious devices, or 
toxic, poisonous or injurious substances except in the context of an 
approved educational or operational activity; 
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AR-7231 (b) 
 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER TECHNOLOGY USAGE  
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS (continued) 

 
 d) participation in or organization of gambling; 
 
 e) solicitation of or transaction of personal business or other profit-

making activity, except in the context of an authorized 
educational activity; 

 
 f) promotion of local, state, or national political causes or candidates; 
 
 g) promotion of religion or religious activities; 
 
 h) harassment, cyber bullying or threatening of any individual; 
 

i) release of personally identifiable information about a student in violation 
of the district’s student records policy and regulations; 
 

j) unauthorized access of computer files or systems, whether internal or 
remote; 

 
k) destruction or deletion of district, school or student-related records, files, 

e-mail or programs without supervisor approval; 
 
The prohibitions regarding political and religious speech contained in subsections f) and 
g) above are not intended to restrict personal, non-harassing speech that is protected by 
the First Amendment.  They are intended solely to prevent speech that is school-
sponsored or communicated under circumstances that give the appearance of school 
sponsorship, and to prevent district resources from being used unlawfully to support 
political or religious causes.  Where access to district computer resources is provided to 
student groups, it shall be provided consistent with the requirements of federal laws 
relating to equal access. 
 
II. ACTIVE SAFETY MEASURES 
 
The district will use filtering software or other technologies to prevent individuals from 
accessing visual depictions that are (1) obscene, (2) child pornography, or (3) harmful to 
minors.  The district will also monitor the online activities of individuals, through direct 
observation and/or technological means, to ensure that individuals are not accessing such 
depictions or any other material that is inappropriate for minors. 
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER TECHNOLOGY USAGE  
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS (continued) 

 
Internet filtering software or other technology-based protection systems may be disabled 
by a school administrator, as necessary, for purposes of bona fide research or other 
educational projects being conducted by school board members. 
 
The term “harmful to minors” is defined by the Children’s Internet Protection Act as 
meaning any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that 
 

Ø taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest 
in nudity, sex, or excretion; 

Ø depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect 
to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual 
contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd 
exhibition of the genitals; and 

Ø taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 
value as to minors. 

 
III. PROTECTING AGAINST HARM TO THE TECHNOLOGY 
 
Computer technology of any kind is fragile and sensitive to disruption and destruction for 
many reasons.  It is the responsibility of all users to exercise caution and to take 
affirmative steps to protect the security and integrity of the district’s technology.   
 
The district is particularly concerned about the introduction of damaging computer 
viruses.  Such viruses can be transmitted easily and in a number of different ways.  Users 
may be liable for any damage caused to the district’s technology if they fail to follow the 
precautions described in this policy.   
 
Software not provided by the district is not to be loaded or used unless the user has 
received specific authorization from the network administrator.  This authorization is also 
required before using any computer disks, CD-ROMs or other electronically readable 
devices not provided by the district or before transferring any files over the Internet or by 
any other means.  Internet connections should not remain open for longer than twenty 
minutes awaiting active use and should be immediately disconnected following each 
episode of active use, unless the network administrator has approved longer or 
continuous connection. 
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER TECHNOLOGY USAGE  
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS (continued) 

 
 
IV. PROHIBITION OF ANY INFRINGEMENTS TO INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY RIGHTS 
 
Users are responsible for assuring that none of their uses of the district’s technology 
could in any way violate applicable copyright, trademark or patent laws.  In general, 
before duplicating any software, users must obtain the express written consent of its 
publisher.  
 
Unauthorized duplication of the district’s software is strictly prohibited.  Users will be 
liable for any damages caused by their infringement of the intellectual property rights of 
others. 
 
V. CONFIDENTIALITY, SECURITY AND REPRESENTATIONS 
 
The district is concerned with the risk of release of confidential or sensitive information 
and access to its systems by unauthorized persons.  The district is also concerned with 
liabilities that could result from its misrepresentation on the Internet or through other 
electronic communications.  
 
Users shall not disclose any confidential information to unauthorized persons.  This 
specifically includes confidential educational and personnel records.  Users should not 
disclose their password, user identification information, or remote dial-in phone numbers 
to anyone except the network administrator, or allow others to use their accounts or 
passwords without the approval of the network administrator, superintendent’s designee 
or a supervising teacher.  Users shall not impersonate another user, or use another’s 
password or account with or without the password/account holder’s permission, unless 
the network administrator or superintendent approves such use.  Users who discover any 
actual or potential security problem or release of confidential information should report it 
immediately to the network administrator.  
 
In addition, users must be cautious not to use the district’s technology to broadcast or in 
any way distribute statements on the Internet or elsewhere that could be understood by 
others to be representations by the district unless such statements are specifically 
authorized by the district. 
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER TECHNOLOGY USAGE  
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS (continued) 

 
 
VI. NO EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY 
 
Users should not expect privacy in any of their uses of the district’s computer technology.  
In the normal course of operations, the district routinely logs, retains and stores data that 
record the contents of electronic mail messages received to and from all 
employees/students, documents produced by students/employees, and information 
accessed over the Internet or through any other means.  
 
Information that users may have deleted may not be eliminated fully from the computer 
system.  Users should assume that there exists a permanent record of everything that they 
do involving the district’s technology.  Computer maintenance, installation of upgrades, 
and other such activities within the district’s normal course of operations may reveal the 
contents of information contained in the technology and its systems. 
 
In addition, the district, in its sole discretion, may monitor and review any user’s use of 
its computer technology in order to assure compliance with this or any other of the 
district’s policies.  The district need not provide users with any further notice before it 
monitors reviews, copies or stores any information that users may have received, 
transmitted, created or stored while using any of the district’s technology.   
 
VII. CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATION OF THE POLICY 
 
Failure to comply with these regulations could result in the temporary or permanent 
revocation of the privilege to use the district’s technology. In the event that a user’s 
violation of this policy causes damage to any district property or the incursion of any 
liability by the district, the user may be held personally liable for the damage or costs 
incurred by the district.   
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